
    
November 2011                                                                                                   Weld, Maine 

 
 

Dear Friends of Webb Lake, 

 

It is with a good deal of humility that I have accepted the position of President of the Webb 
Lake Association.  We are all sorry to see our current President, Gert Downs, leave office 
after 8 productive years leading our group.  She has facilitated our Board during a period of 
growth and expansion.  Her professionalism is applauded by all and will be a model for those 
who follow.  That said, we understand that leading an all volunteer nonprofit requires time, 
and Gert has asked that she now be released to pursue other interests, although we are 
certain she will remain involved in some fashion.   
 
It has been a busy summer on the lake.  The wildlife has kept us all entertained.  There have 
been numerous moose sightings around the lake this year, along with the thrill of watching 
eagle adults care for their fast growing baby.  This is the second baby eagle born in the lake 
trees in the last three years.  In addition, loon chicks have been sighted with their parents.   
Fishermen have remarked about what a good year it has been for the salmon, trout and 
bass.  All these sightings and stories assure us that not only are our water quality tests 
showing favorable results, but indeed, wildlife in and out of the lake is thriving. 
 
We continue to work at preventing invasive plants from invading our lake.   This summer the 
WLA sponsored an Invasive Plant Workshop that was well attended by people from Webb 
Lake as well as other lakes and ponds in the area.  Our purpose is to increase the number of 
trained volunteers we have looking at sections of the lake over time to identify any foreign 
invasive plants that would do damage.  This will be an on-going effort each year.  We also 
conducted another mapping of the lake with the help of a biology professor from the 
University of Maine and his interns.  Some of the boys from Camp Kawanhee were also 
involved in these efforts.  Using Dr. Buckley’s new data and our baseline from two years ago, 
we can track vegetation growth over time. 
 
Again, we wish Gert Downs the very best in her new endeavors and hope to see you all next 
summer on Webb Lake!  In the meanwhile, we encourage you to utilize our new website at 
webblakeassociation.org to stay in touch. 

Tricia Keene, 
President of WLA 



FRIENDS OF WLA 
 Recently both Barbara Blood and Beverly Stoddard, friends of the Webb Lake Association, 
passed away.  In both obituaries, people were asked to send donations to the WLA in lieu of 
flowers.  To the families and friends of Barbara and Beverly, we send our sympathy for your losses, 
and our thanks for thinking of us in remembrance.  Barbara and Beverly will both be missed on the 
lake! 
 

 

MILFOIL AVERTED IN ROXBURY POND 
 In August Matt Towle, Courtesy Boat Inspector (CBI), found VARIABLE LEAF MILFOIL on a boat that 
came from Messalonskee Lake that was going to be launched in Roxbury Pond.  The plant was on the 
trailer, anchor line, anchor and behind the prop on the trolling motor.  If Roxbury Pond did not have a 
Courtesy Boat Inspector on duty, Roxbury Pond might be another lake infected with an invasive plant. 
 Webb Lake has boat inspection at Mount Blue State Park, but we do not have any boat inspections at 
Dummer’s Beach. We could be at risk of introducing an invasive plant from a boat that has come from an 
infected water body. The inspection at Roxbury Pond showed that boat trailers, anchor lines, anchors, and 
trolling motors can carry infected plants.  We need help from all of you to establish Courtesy Boat 
Inspections at Dummer’s. 
 The first line of defense against invasive plants is education. People need to know that they must 
inspect their boats and equipment for any vegetation. They do not need to know how to identify invasive 
plants. It is simple: no vegetation, alive or dead, is acceptable. It does not matter where the boat has 
been; it must be clear of vegetation. If the boat has been in infected waters, then it is extremely important 
that all equipment, trailer, and boat be inspected and cleaned. When the first line of defense fails because 
boaters are unaware of the danger of invasive plants we must precede to our second line of defense. 
 The second line of defense against invasive plants is Courtesy Boat Inspections. We are fortunate that 
the majority of boats going into Webb Lake are launched at Mount Blue State Park where they have boat 
inspections. As indicated earlier we are at risk at Dummer’s where we do not have any inspections. We 
are also at risk where people launch their watercraft from their own lots, especially if they are unaware of 
the possible dangers of invasive plants. 
 The third line of defense is invasive plant patrols. In July we had a workshop presented by MVLP’s 
Roberta Hill, director of the Center for Invasive Aquatic Plants. In 2012 we will have another workshop that 
will be a hands-on exercise where boats will actually go out and look for invasive plants and try to identify 
the native plants. Participation in the July workshop is not a prerequisite for attending this workshop. It is 
our goal to have an active team of trained Invasive Plant Patrollers routinely monitoring Webb Lake.  As 
part of a larger team each patroller can focus on a smaller survey area while the whole lake can be 
surveyed. Individuals will know their area in more detail and would be quicker to identify any suspicious 
plant. More information will be coming on the Webb Lake Association web page and in subsequent 
newsletters. 
 

We need your help! 
Jim Stewart, 

Environmental Committee Chairman 
 

 



WEBB LAKE FEATURED 
 Webb Lake was featured in the September, 2011 issue of Down East Magazine as one of twelve 
(12) lakes in Maine that offer “the best places to hit the beach in Maine”.  There are 2500 lakes and 
ponds in Maine.  Down East exclaims that “Maine’s freshwater provides pleasures beyond pure 
scenery.  The unique scent of piney woods and sweet fern merge along many rural roads leading 
to pristine inland beaches.”  A picture of Webb Lake is one of only four highlighted in the article. 
 Down East describes Webb Lake as “nestled into a wilderness basin rimmed by Tumbledown 
Mountain, Little Jackson Mountain and Mount Blue.”  It goes on to say that the “perfectly clear 
water is edged by a crescent-shaped sand beach (at Mount Blue State Park) on the lake’s 
southwestern shore.” 
These are, of course, things that you and I already know about our precious lake; still, it feels good 
to have others recognize Webb Lake’s beauty in print! 
 

Tricia Keene 
 

 

 

2011 LOON COUNT 
 On July 16, our annual Loon Count was conducted on Webb Lake from 7am to 7:30am. Sixteen 
(16) adult loons were observed.  No nesting activity was seen, although a chick has been seen on 
the lake with adults at least twice so far this summer.  Although the count was slightly lower than in 
the past two years, we feel that it is not a sign of degradation in the loon population, but rather a 
function of the opportunity for counters to spot the birds during the half hour allotted. 
 It was a beautiful sunlit morning with excellent visibility.  The lake was divided into 5 boat areas.  
The 38 participants assembled at the Smith cottage at 6am where coffee and pastries were served, 
a history of the loon activities and counting results were provided, rules governing the Loon Count 
were discussed, and routes for the five boats were assigned.  All boats with counters were on 
station at 7:00 am and returned to the Smith cottage at 7:30 am where results were analyzed and 
tabulated. 
 Our five boats were captained by Don Paiton, Jim Stewart, Harvey Ricker, Steve Innes and Scott 
Isherwood.  Our participant counters were not only residents from Maine, but also from a variety of 
other states, such as New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Ohio, Georgia, Michigan, 
Connecticut, Florida, North Carolina and South Carolina.  Camp Kawanhee even gives us an 
international flavor, with boys participating from as far away as Spain! 
 If you are in the Webb Lake area July 21, 2012, join us for a fun morning of loon counting, 
followed by Lake Day festivities at the head of the lake. 

 
FISH STOCKING PROGRAM 

 The Inland Fisheries and Wildlife still continues to stock two species of fish here in Weld and the 
surrounding area. The stocking information is now updated on a daily basis and can be found on their 
website:  www.maine.gov/ifw/fishing/reports/stocking. So far in 2011 they have stocked Webb River in 

http://www.maine.gov/ifw/fishing/reports/stocking


Carthage with 500 - 9” Brook Trout, Hills Pond in Perkins Plantation with 2,000 - 9” Brook Trout and 
Podunk Pond in Carthage with 300 - 7” Brook Trout.  
 Webb Lake was stocked on 10/18/2011 with 90 - 18” Brown Trout and on 10/20/2011 with 1300 - 13” 
Brown Trout. 
 Tumbledown Pond was stocked with 600 - 6” Brook Trout. 
 

 
INVASIVE PLANT PATROL (IPP) A SUCCESS 

                                                         

   
participants from Webb Lake. 
 A picture was taken of the Webb Lake participants that also include Dr. Buckley and his two 
people and Roberta Hill and her two people. Dr. Buckley was going to start his survey of aquatic 
plants in Webb Lake and dropped in on Roberta’s presentation. 
 The presentation covered the “eleven most unwanted” invasive plants on Maine’s list, as well as, 
the native look-alikes. Roberta showed us how to use the keys in the books she gave us that would 
help identify invasives as well as the native look-alikes. There was a hands-on exercise where 
samples of invasive plants and native plants were displayed and we tried to indentify the plants. By 
all accounts the workshop was an overwhelming success. 
 The first person that can identify all the participants in the picture that has all the Webb Lake 
participants along with Dr. Buckley and Roberta Hill and their crews will get a large laminated 
poster of Webb Lake with a list of all the native plants identified and their approximate location ( a 
$30.00 value). 
 The postmark or email date will determine the earliest entry. Mail to Jim Stewart, 3 Pinehurst 
Road, Rotonda West, FL 33947; or email jimestewart43@gmail.com. If no one identifies all of 
them; the first person with the most correct answers will win. 
 
 

Jim Stewart, 
Environmental Committee Chair 

 

 On July 25, 2011 the Webb Lake 
Association hosted an Invasive Plant Patrol 
Workshop for new volunteers. The 
workshop was presented by VLMP’s 
Roberta Hill, Program Director for the 
Center for Invasive Aquatic Plants, and 
assisted by Christine Guerette (Program 
Assistant) and Charlotte Oswald (Summer 
Intern). There were over 30 participants. 
There was representation from Roxbury 
Pond, Wilson Lake, Worthley Pond, 
Rangeley Lake region, Hills Pond, Flying 

Pond, and WEBB LAKE.  We had 18 part- 

mailto:jimestewart43@gmail.com


Friends of Webb Lake: 
 

 The Webb Lake Association is sponsoring its annual ICE OUT CONTEST.  Entries must be 
received by April 1, 2012 and MUST include the entry fee of $1.00 to be considered.  If you 
would like to participate in the ICE OUT CONTEST, please fill out the form below and return it with 
your one dollar entrance fee to: Webb Lake Association, P.O. Box 36, Weld, Maine 04285. 
 Hint: In years past the ICE OUT has been between April 15th and May 10th.  These dates are 
only guidelines.  Thank you for your support and good luck! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Webb Lake Association 2012 Ice Out Contest 
$50.00 Prize 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _____________________________________________________________________  
(Please include City, State and Zip code) 

 

Telephone ___________________________________________________________________ 
Please include both home and work numbers. 

 

Month ______________       Day _______       Time _____/ _____/ _____/ A.M. or P.M. 
 Hour   Min. Sec.       Circle one 

 

E-mail Address _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WLA Website 

 
Please take some time and check out our new 

website at:  webblakeassociation.org/ 
 

Feel free to share items of interest with our 
webmaster Carla Gauthier at: 
Carlagauthier1@aol.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         
 
 
 

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS   OFFICERS 
Jim Stewart, Environmental             Camp  585-2388 Patricia Keene, President        585-2148 

  E-Mail: jimestewart@tds.net       Home  941-697-7333                              Home 864-836-3377 
Lise Bofinger-Conant, Chair Lake Day Camp 585-2441 Paula Smith, Vice President   585-2393 
 E-Mail: lisebofinger@gmail.com Home 603-224-9971  Home 392-1921 
Judy Lofstrom, Chair Membership Camp 585-2713 Nancy Innes, Secretary         585-2830 
 E-mail: jtlofstrom@verizon.net Home 941-483-3890  Home 854-8727 
Paula Smith, Ways & Means, Nominating & Protection Camp 585-2393 Michael Scott, Treasurer 585-2728 

 E-Mail: Paulapps@oxfordnetworks.net Home 392-1921   Home 645-2621 
Chris Cochran Editor 585-2306        
 E-Mail: ccochran@tds.net                      
 

DIRECTORS 

 Lise Bofinger-Conant Carla Gauthier  Bill Jackson Michael Scott 
 Carol Cochran Jon Holmes  Linda Jackson Paula Smith 
 Holly Cochran  Nancy Innes Patricia Keene Jim Stewart 
 Mary DeCristofaro Lonny Jones  Judy Lofstrom Ozzie Swett 
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